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Our Cover:
This month's cover displays
the mosaic of the Bet Alpha synagogue located near Mt. Gilboa
in northern Israel.
One of the scenes depicted in
this 1,500-year old mosaic is
the binding of Isaac in Genesis
22. Because Abraham obeyed
His voice, Yahweh bestowed a
blessing upon the descendants
of Abraham—even to this day.
Abraham's faith and obedience is an example to follow. By
faith in Yahshua the Messiah,
we are Abraham's seed and
heirs according to the promise.
(Galatians 3:29).

In Search of
Green Ears

QUESTION: A publication by a radio minister, dated April 6,

1976, states that in Israel “the ripest of the grain harvest will
not begin until the grain is hard and has dropped to 11-12
percent moisture.” A further excerpt from his letter reads, “…at
Jericho, the wheat and barley there showed no color but green
and, the heads, as expected, were in the water-milk stage with
no exception….” If, as you have indicated, the crops must be
ripe enough for harvest—which seems correct—and they were
not ripe by the feast this year, then our calendar is obviously
off by one month. Will you comment on this puzzling situation?

ANSWER:

Having received
several letters through the mail
from various subscribers to The Sacred Name Broadcaster, as well
as many questions over the years
regarding the scriptural calendar,
we would indeed like to comment.
However, let us first take those

comments directly from the Bible.
First of all, the entire harvest
of the land need NOT be ripe when
the first month of the year arrives,
wherein we observe Yahweh’s spring
holy days. We must keep the holy
days that Yahweh has established
and at the same time of the year
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that He established them.
Notice Deuteronomy 16:5-6,
paying special attention to the
emphasized words. “You may not
sacrifice the passover within
any of your gates, which Yahweh
your Elohim gives you; but at
the place which Yahweh your
1

Author and
Directing Elder Jacob O. Meyer
inspecting the barley harvest in
Israel, circa 2009.

Elohim shall choose, to cause his
name to dwell in, there you shall
sacrifice the passover at evening,
at the going down of the sun, AT
THE SEASON THAT YOU CAME
FORTH OUT OF EGYPT.”
To know when to keep Passover,
we must identify its proper season.
Can we correctly identify the season
of year when Israel came out of
Egypt? Turn to Exodus 9:31-32.
“And the flax and the barley
were destroyed, for the barley
was in the ear, and the flax was
in bloom. But the wheat and the
spelt were not destroyed: for they
had not grown up.”
This part of the Exodus narrative
points to the time when the plague
of the hail devastated the land of
Egypt. The plague of hail was the
eighth plague, and it occurred just
before the beginning of the first
scriptural month, possibly seven
days prior to the scriptural new
year, since the plagues of locusts
and darkness arrived before the
new year. Please see Exodus 10. The
scriptural new year immediately
followed the plague of darkness.
2

Almighty Yahweh calls the first
month of the year Abib, meaning
green ears, or new heads of barley,
as we have already seen in Exodus
9:31. The term in the Strong’s Concordance Hebrew Dictionary is
listed as #24, “From an unused root
(meaning to be tender); green, that is
a young ear of grain; hence the name
of the month Abib or Nisan.” The
time is the first faint lunar crescent
that appears in the evening sky as
the new moon begins rebuilding in
light. See Strong’s Exhaustive
Concordance #2318 and #2320.
This new moon must be the first one
to appear in the evening sky when
there are FULLY DEVELOPED
GREEN HEADS OF BARLEY visible in the fields. Now please note
that the publication quoted at the
outset indicated that there were
indeed heads of barley that year
on April 6 at all places the writer
visited in Israel.
Consequently, the month that
began on April 1, 1976, which
was the first day of the scriptural
new year, was indeed the month
of green ears, and the Passover

was kept properly that year by the
Assemblies of Yahweh. The same
situation developed again in 1984,
when some religious groups kept the
Memorial early (in March), while the
Assemblies of Yahweh observed the
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread in April. Again, in 1986,
many groups followed the Chr-stian
Easter date set for March, while the
Assemblies of Yahweh observed the
Memorial in April. Almost every
year, since 1984, a representative of
Assemblies of Yahweh has traveled
to Israel to inspect the development
of the barley harvest to verify personally the accuracy of the season.
At this point, it becomes important that we thoroughly define the
word Abib. If we can determine the
meaning of the word, our study of
this subject will take on the proper
perspective, and we may be directed
toward the firm foundation in sound
doctrine. The following quotes have
been taken from noted research
works and have been written by
renowned biblical and Hebrew
language scholars. Let us see what
they say about the meaning of the
word Abib.
“Abib, sprouting budding. The
first month of the sacred and
seventh month of the civil year of
the Hebrews, on the 15th of which
Israel left Egypt It commenced at
the new moon of April or March
(according to the Rabbis), and
was constituted the first month
of the year in commemoration
of the release from Egyptian
slavery.” (Young’s Analytical
Concordance).
“Abib (from the root avav), m.,
an ear of corn, a green ear, Lev.
2:14, Ex. 19:31, … h”odes haaviv
‘the month of green ears,’ at a
later period called Nisan, beginning at the new moon of April (or
March, according to the Rabbis),
the first month of the old year
[as instituted on coming out of
Egypt], Ex. 13.4, 23:15; Deut.”
(Tregelles’ Gesenius’ Chaldee
Lexicon of the Old Testament).
“Abib—1. ears (of grain), ripe
but still soft, the grains of which
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were eaten either rubbed or
roasted, Lev. 2:14—2. (month of
ears), March/April; later Nisan,
Ex. 13:4.” (A Concise Hebrew
and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old
Testament, Holladay).
“Abib (ears of grain): Name
of the first month of the Hebrew
year (Ex. 12:2; compare 13:4),
corresponding to the Babylonish
and postexilian Hebrew month
Nisan.” (Jewish Encyclopedia,
Vol. 1).
“Abib (from an obsolete root
avav, to fructify), properly, a
head of or ear of grain (Lev.
2:14, ‘green ears;’ Ex. 13:31,
‘ear’) hence the month of newly
ripe grain (Ex. 13:4; 23.15, 34:18;
Deut. 16:1) the first month of the
Jewish ecclesiastical year, afterward (Neh. 2:1) called Nisan...at
which time the first grain ripens
in Palestine.” (McClintock and
Strong’s, Cyclopedia of Biblical,
Theological, and Ecclesiastical
Literature).
“Abib, young ear of barley
or other grain.” (International
Standard Bible Encyclopedia).
“The month which was henceforth to be the first of the year,
and is frequently so designated,
is called Abib (the ear month)
in Ex. 13:4; 23:15; 34:18; Deut.
16:1, because the corn was then
in ear; after the captivity it was
called Nisan (Neh. 2:1, Esther
3:7). It corresponds very nearly
to our April.” (Keil and Delitzsch
Commentary of the Old Testament, Vol. 1).
There can be little doubt from
reading these references (which all
agree) that the month of Abib is the
time when the barley is in the ear,
or the head. The grain in the heads
is fully developed, but still in the
dough stage, since it must be ripe
to provide the required wave-sheaf
offering. The month begins when
the developing heads are still green,
since, within that month, the grain
will ripen sufficiently so that some of
it can be eaten by parching it over
the fire. Some of the grain, when
dried artificially over a fire, can be

used to make flour and bread. It is
the universal declaration of all of
the scholars quoted above that this
month corresponds to the Roman
months of March-April. We must
remember that the grain does not
have to be ripe when the month
begins, but it must be fully developed
grain in the green heads.
The month of Abib meant
the month wherein the green
ears of grain ripen. As the month
progressed, the ripening process

Almost every
year, since 1984,
a representative
of Assemblies
of Yahweh has
traveled to Israel
to inspect the
development
of the barley
harvest to verify
personally the
accuracy of the
season.
continued so that the very first of the
grain (although perhaps still soft)
could be brought to the Temple of
Yahweh, threshed out, and offered
as the wave-sheaf. This offering was
done during the Feast of Unleavened
Bread. Some of the grain was then
threshed (about a gallon was needed)
and dried by parching over an open
fire. It was taken, when dried, and
milled into flour, a portion of which
was then offered on the altar to
Yahweh. This was the ritual under
the sacrificial system, and it is the
necessary model for the True Worshiper to follow to date Passover
and understand its meaning in its
New Testament spiritual sense. The
dough stage of the heads of barley
had to be reached at the time of
the new moon so some of the grain
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could be threshed out and dried by
parching to make the first flour for
the new bread.
Let us prove these facts more conclusively. Turn with me to Leviticus
23, and we shall read verses 9-16.
Please note especially the passages
that are emphasized. “And Yahweh
spoke to Moses, saying, Speak to
the children of Israel, and say to
them, When you have come into
the land which I will give to you,
and shall reap the harvest of it,
then you shall bring the sheaf of
the first-fruits of your harvest to
the priest: and he shall wave the
sheaf before Yahweh, to be accepted for you: on the day after
the sabbath the priest shall wave
it. And in the day when you wave
the sheaf, you shall offer a helamb without blemish a year old
for a burnt-offering to Yahweh.
And the meal-offering of it shall
be two tenth parts of an ephah
of fine flour mingled with oil, an
offering made by fire to Yahweh
for a sweet savor; and the drinkoffering of it shall be of wine,
the fourth part of a hin. And
you shall eat neither bread, nor
PARCHED GRAIN, nor FRESH
EARS, until this very day, until
you have brought the oblation
of your Elohim: it is a statute
forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.
“And you shall count from the
day after the sabbath, from the
day that you brought the sheaf
of the wave-offering; seven sabbaths shall there be complete:
even to the day after the seventh
sabbath shall you number fifty
days; and you shall offer a new
meal-offering to Yahweh.”
Now, let us notice yet another
passage that is parallel with the
one just quoted. This one is found
in Exodus 23:19. Again, note the
emphasized words. “The first of
the first-fruits of your ground
you shall bring into the house
of Yahweh your Elohim.” This
same identical verse is reiterated in
Exodus 34:26. Consequently, here we
have the instruction that the very
3

FIRST sheaf of grain harvested
shall be brought to the Temple of
Yahweh and offered as a special
wave-sheaf sacrifice. This ceremony
was performed in the temple during
the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
The wave-sheaf was a sacrifice
that represented the resurrection of Yahshua the Messiah.
Yahshua Himself ended this sacrifice
at His resurrection when Miriam
Magdalene mistook Him to be the
gardener, John 20:15. Yahshua had
apparently personally cut the last
wave-sheaf acceptable under the
sacrificial system and was taking it
to offer it in the Temple of Yahweh
on His way to present Himself in
heaven before Almighty Yahweh,
the Heavenly Father.
Consequently, this wave-sheaf
offering must be the very FIRST
grain that is ripe enough to cut
and thrash out. Only one sheaf
is necessary for the offering. All the
other grain can remain in the various green, milky, or dough stages
of ripening. The only requirement
is that there be ONE ripe sheaf
of grain.
Another verse of Scripture bears
heavily upon this subject, and that is
the one found in Deuteronomy 16:9.
“Seven weeks shall be counted:
start counting the seven weeks
from the time when the sickle is
put to the standing corn [grain].”
(New English Bible).
The standing grain is that which
has not as yet been harvested. Now
remember, we have already seen
that the FIRST of the first-fruits
(the very first sheaf) must be
brought to the house of Yahweh;
thereby, the count was begun toward
Pentecost, or the Feast of Weeks. At
the time when this wave-sheaf is
offered, there may still be grain in
various stages of ripening, but all
that is necessary is to put a sickle
to the first handfuls of the ripened
grain to make a sheaf and bring it
to the Temple of Yahweh.
Almighty Yahweh has not intended to confuse us concerning how He
wishes to have us designate the first
month of the scriptural year. It must
4

The wave-sheaf was a sacrifice that
represented the resurrection of
Yahshua the Messiah. Yahshua Himself
ended this sacrifice at His resurrection
when Miriam Magdalene mistook Him
to be the gardener.
"Yahshua says to her, Woman,
why do you weep? whom do you
seek? She, supposing him to be the
gardener, says to him, Sir, if you
have borne him from here, tell me
where you have laid him, and I will
take him away."
JOHN 20:15.

be specified by the first lunar crescent when there are GREEN, full
heads of grain (barley) in the field.
Let us turn to Leviticus 2:14-16.
“And if you offer a meal-offering
of FIRST-FRUITS to Yahweh, you
shall offer for the meal-offering
of your FIRST-FRUITS GRAIN
IN THE EAR PARCHED WITH
FIRE, BRUISED GRAIN OF THE
FRESH EAR. And you shall put
oil on it, and lay frankincense on
it: it is a meal-offering. And the
priest shall burn the memorial
of it, part of the bruised grain
of it, and part of the oil of it,
with all the frankincense of it:
it is an offering made by fire to
Yahweh.”
Do you realize what you have just
read? Please read over this passage
again, and note the emphasized
words carefully. The first-fruits offering shall be offered to Yahweh
even though the grain may not
be completely ripe. If the grains
are in the late dough stage, they can
be dried by parching. Milky grain
cannot be threshed or parched. Have
you noticed the reference to parching
in all of the above Scriptures which
give explicit directions about

how to offer the FIRST-FRUITS
offering?
A very inspiring discovery made
by the editor a number of years ago
in the Israel Museum in Jerusalem
was the display of parched barley
that had been discovered in an archaeological excavation at Gilgal.
Apparently, remnants of the Israelite
obedience to Yahweh’s Laws are on
display to encourage all those who
desire to be in harmony with His
Torah Covenant.
The requirement for the firstfruits wave-sheaf offering is to
take the very FIRST handfuls
of ripening grain and cut them
for an offering to Yahweh. The first
sheaf was then to be brought to the
Temple of Yahweh and threshed out,
even though the grain may not as
yet have reached the 11-12 percent
moisture stage for modern mechanical harvesting. The grain could be
dried by parching over a fire, since
it was in the dough stage and would
not deteriorate while parching (as it
would in the milk stage), and, when
dry enough, it was ground into flour.
Then it was sifted through 13 sieves
until it was very fine. The first few
handfuls of flour were then offered
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on the altar of Yahweh. After this
first-fruits offering had been given
to Yahweh in thanksgiving for the
coming harvest, the people of the
land could begin to eat green
ears (yes, do you notice that
there were still green heads
of grain in the field when
the first-ripe sheaf was
offered!), parched grain,
or bread made from the
new harvest.
How plain and simple
are the instructions from
Yahweh in His Word
when we scrutinize them
carefully. Let us read another passage and analyze
it just as carefully. This is
found in Yahshua 5:10-12.
“The Israelites encamped
in Gilgal, and at sunset
on the fourteenth day of the
month they kept the Passover
in the lowlands of Jericho.
On the day after the Passover
they ate their unleavened cakes
and PARCHED GRAIN, and that
day it was the produce of the
country, and the manna ceased.
The Israelites received no more
manna; and that year they ate
what had grown in the land of
Canaan.” (New English Bible).
Once more, we can see that the
Israelites exactly followed the instructions of Leviticus 2:14-16. They
ate unleavened cakes and parched
grain made from the produce of
the land. The first Passover in Canaan was held in the lowlands of
the plains of Jericho. (From this
very spot at the Israelites’ camp at
Gilgal, the archaeologists brought
the display of parched barley that
was placed on display in the Israel
Museum.)
Now let us remind each reader of
a fact that cannot be ignored. The
letter quoted above admits that
there were green ears, or heads,
of barley on the plains of Jericho.
The author admitted that! The letter is dated April 6, which means
that he must have seen the green
heads of barley there several days
earlier, possibly on the 1st to the
4th of April (due to the length of the

trip home). The wave-sheaf in 1976
would have been cut on April 18,
which was TWO FULL WEEKS
later. Having been brought up on a
farm myself, I know that the heads
of grain can develop far enough in
two weeks that the dough stage
can easily be reached, especially in
barley, since barley is a fast-ripening
crop. Eating parched grain, or even
grinding some flour from the first
of the ripening grain, would have,
indeed, been possible.
But allow me to point out that
the entire barley harvest need not
yet be ready to cut when the firstfruit sheaf was offered to Yahweh
and some GREEN EARS were
parched for eating. The harvest
followed thereafter, and there were
seven weeks to gather in the grain
harvest until the first-fruits of the
wheat harvest, which was offered on
Shavuoth (Pentecost) day, Exodus
34:22. When the Israelites were
observing the Feast of Unleavened
Bread in Jerusalem, the first ripe
sheaf of barley was offered as first
fruits to Yahweh in the Temple.
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Following the Feast, the Israelites
returned home and could then begin
their own barley harvest, which was
fully ripe by then.
The agricultural season in the
Holy Land depicts the spiritual
human harvest of the earth.
The first of the first-fruits to
be harvested was Yahshua
the Messiah. Then followed
His people of the Apostolic
Assembly, now lying dead
in the grave awaiting the
resurrection at the end of
the age. The first-fruits
of the wheat harvest—
the greater harvest—will
soon be gathered, and
the people are even now
in the process of growing.
The grape harvest is also
developing.
The wheat and the grapes
will be harvested, almost simultaneously, at the end of the age.
The wheat will be gathered first;
this represents the righteous people
who worship Yahweh in Yahshua
the Messiah and have faithfully
fulfilled the terms of His Covenant.
The grapes will also be gathered
(this represents the wicked people
of the world) to be cast into the
great winepress of the fierceness
of the wrath of Yahweh’s judgment,
Revelation 14:14-20.
Let us now take into consideration
some historical proof that we have
come to a correct understanding of
the harvest season of Palestine. The
following is a quote from the book,
The Temple, Its Ministry and
Services as they were at the time
of [Yahshua] Messiah, written by
Dr. Alfred Edersheim. The copy in
our possession was published by Ira
Bradley & Company, Boston, 1881.
“Having each time been answered in the affirmative, they
cut down barley to the amount of
the ephah, or ten omers, or three
seahs, which is equal to about
three pecks and three pints of
our English measure. The ears
were brought into the Court of
the Temple, and thrashed out
with canes or stalks, so as not
to injure the corn; then ‘parched’
5

Wild Barley?
Do not be led astray by individuals who claim that we
should be looking for wild barley instead of the commonlyplanted barley crop. Hordeum spontaneum is NOT a
cultivated crop. It is IMPOSSIBLE to harvest the seeds,
because the head factures and the seeds disperse, making it useless as a grain crop. Hordeum vulgare, however,
maintains its head intact and can be gathered (by hand or
machine) and thrashed out for flour milling. What will you
look for: an empty-headed weed, or a fruitful, productive
grain?

on a pan perforated with holes,
so that each grain might be
touched by the fire, and finally
exposed to the wind. The corn
thus prepared was ground in a
barley-mill, which left the hulls
whole. According to some, the
flour was always successively
passed through thirteen sieves,
each closer than the other. The
statement of a rival authority,
however, seems more rational—
that it was only done till the
flour was sufficiently fine, which
was ascertained by one of the
‘Gizbarim’ (treasurers) plunging his hands into it, the sifting
process being continued so long
as any of the flour adhered to
the hands. Though one ephah,
or ten omers, of barley was cut
down, only one omer of flour, or
about 5.1 pints of our measure,
was offered in the Temple on the
second Paschal, of the l6th day
of Nisan [sic]. The rest of the
flour might be redeemed, and
used for any purpose. The omer
of flour was mixed with a ‘log,’
or very nearly three-fourths of
a pint of oil, and a handful of
frankincense put upon it, then
waved before [Yahweh], and a
handful taken out and burned
on the altar.”
The references alluded to in the
book were derived from historical
sources recorded in the Talmud.
Although, admittedly, the Talmud
6

contains errors in biblical interpretation, this description of the
harvesting of the first-ripe sheaf
follows exactly the prescribed
method for doing it according to the
instructions of Almighty Yahweh in
His Word.
Have you ever eaten roasted ears
of corn? They are really delicious!
Especially, the most delicious of
all, are the ones that you watch
ripening and then pick when they
are still just reaching the stage of
perfection. Barley is no different.
The best of the barley is the first
ripening heads of grain parched,
or dried, over a fire, perhaps salted
a little and then eaten, as was the
custom in the time of Ruth.
“And at meal-time Boaz said
to her, Come here, and eat of the
bread, and dip your morsel in
the vinegar. And she sat beside
the reapers; and they handed
her parched grain, and she ate,
and was satisfied, and left of
it.” Ruth 2:14. Obviously, from this
passage it can be understood that
the Israelites considered parched
grain of the barley harvest to be
bread for them. As the sheaves of
ripe barley were being cut, there
still remained some barley that was
not completely dry and ripe, and
this was parched and eaten by the
laborers. Even today, parched grain
can be purchased in the stores. It
is delicious and crunchy, and can
serve as the main course of a meal.

Past farming experiences have
shown us that, even in the same
field, all of the grain does not ripen
simultaneously. Some areas of one
field may ripen before the entire
field is ripe enough to harvest. This
is why Almighty Yahweh legislated
that only the ripest of the grain
should be cut for the wave-sheaf.
We have now thoroughly proven
that, over the years, the Assemblies
of Yahweh has kept the Passover
and the Feast of Unleavened Bread
correctly. We have done so by using
the very material written by those
critics who would seek to prove differently. There is only one recourse
remaining for the group of people
who may have, in the past, followed
error, and that is to keep the second
Passover.
Almighty Yahweh has been merciful in that He made provisions
for a second Passover. Please see
Numbers chapter 9. Those who are
defiled by the dead body of a man
(false doctrine leading to sin) can
trust in the mercy of Yahweh and
keep the Passover on the 14th day
of the second scriptural month. Then
they will be accepted by Yahweh,
just as we who kept the Passover
correctly. But they must return to
the proper time for keeping the remainder of the holy days this year,
or their worship will be rejected by
Almighty Yahweh.
Each year, the Assemblies of
Yahweh sends representatives to
Israel. They inspect the grain and
determine which is the correct new
moon of green ears (Abib). You may
be certain that if you follow the Assemblies of Yahweh you will always
be in sound doctrine. We cannot
say the same for other groups who
constantly seem to be blown about
by every wind of doctrine (Ephesians 4:13-14)—usually using their
sleight of hand, or trickery, to steal
members from the Assemblies of
Yahweh. Beware of counterfeits!
There is only one Body of genuine
True Worshipers—the Assemblies
of Yahweh!			
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Our modern-day Laodicean society prides itself in its tolerance
and willingness to condone almost
any divergency—no matter how
bizarre or uncommon. This permissiveness permeates our entire social
structure.
The new morality is in vogue,
evidenced by illicit cohabitation,
acceptance of homosexuals, women’s
liberation, and the casual approach
to dress, religion, and the mores of
life in general.
Yahweh warns us in Jeremiah
10:2, “Learn not the way of the
nations [heathen]….” The Old
Testament is replete with examples
of how ancient Israel assimilated
heathen customs upon entering the
land of promise. Instead of providing the world with an example
of Yahweh’s Law and way of life,
Israel became enamoured with the
religious deviations of paganism.
They soon fell into pagan worship
and followed ways that were directly
opposite Yahweh’s instructions. Ezekiel recorded Yahweh’s indictment of
Israel’s words as follows: “We will
be as the nations, as the families
of the countries, to serve wood
and stone.” (Ezekiel 20:32).

Notice the candid admission
found in a quote from the book Life
and Leisure in Ancient Rome.
“After paganism (followed) Christianity. Now there were new public
festivals, in particular—Easter,
and the old pagan festivals should
have vanished…. But superstition
does not obey instructions, and the
ordinary man is reluctant to turn
his back on enjoyment…. Among a
haphazard recollection of imperial
birthdays, circus days, birthdays
of martyrs and the major festivals
of the Christian Church, include
nine of the old Roman festivals to
whose pagan attribution a blind
eye might be turned, including the
Lupercalia and the Saturnalia, described inoffensively as the “Feast
of Slaves.” In some cases pagan
practices transferred themselves to
Christian worship…. December 25th
remained, but changed its character.
Sometimes pagan deities enjoyed an
easy transformation and, retaining
the jubilation of their festivals, became Christian.” (page 73).
Webster ’s New World Dictionary says of Lupercalia: “From
lupercus, a wolf. An ancient Roman
festival with fertility rites, held on
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by Elder Jacob O. Meyer
February 15 in honor of Lupercus,
a pastoral [mighty one] sometimes
identified with Faunus.”
From this description, we can
notice that it is a celebration having
to do with fertility rites. The Encyclopaedia Britannica confirms
that Valentine’s Day is indeed a
celebration of the Lupercalia. “St.
Valentine’s Day as a lovers’ festival
and the modern tradition of sending valentine cards have no relation
to the saints but, rather seem to be
connected either with the Roman
fertility festival of Lupercalia (February 15) or with the mating season
of the birds….”
Dictionary of Pagan Religions
says the following about Lupercalia: “A Roman festival dedicated to
Faunus or Pan. The Luperci (wolfwarders), clad only in goatskins, ran
around the Palatine Hill. There it
was intended to protect domesticated
animals from wolves. The Luperci
also struck women with goatskin
thongs to insure fertility.”
The World Book Encyclopedia
states that the day comes on the
7

A drawing of the Lupercalian Festival in Rome, showing
the Luperci dressed as dogs and goats, with Cupid and
personifications of fertility.
feast day of two different Chr-stian
martyrs named Valentine, adding,
“But the customs connected with
the day have nothing to do with
the lives of the saints. They probably come from an ancient Roman
festival called Lupercalia which took
place every February 15. The festival
honored Juno, the Roman [mighty
one] of women and marriage, and
Pan the [mighty one] of nature.”
Clearly, the festival of Lupercalia
was essentially a rite of fertility
and had bound up with it all the
lasciviousness of a sexual orgy of
the times.
The World Book Encyclopedia further states: “The Romans celebrated
their feast of Lupercalia as a lovers’
festival for young people. Young
men and women chose partners
for the festival by drawing names
by chance from a box. Then the
partners exchanged gifts as a sign
of affection. They usually continued
to enjoy one another’s company long
after the festival. Many such courtships ended in marriage. After the
spread of Christianity, churchmen
tried to give Christian meaning to
8

the pagan festival. In 496, Pope Gelasius changed the Lupercalia festival
of February 15 to Saint Valentine’s
Day on February 14. But the sentimental meaning of the old festival
has remained to the present time.”
In the book All About American Holidays, author Krythe
writes, “When Christianity became
prevalent, the priests wanted their
converts to give up former heathen
practices. Therefore, the officials
Christianized the ancient pagan
celebration and called the Feast of
Lupercalia, St. Valentine’s Day.…So
gradually as time passed this new
Christian holiday became a time
for exchanging love messages, and
St. Valentine emerged as the patron
saint of lovers.” (pages 41 and 42).
With the spread of Chr-stianity
and its acceptance by Constantine
as the new state religion, it was
decided that this sensual holiday be
discontinued. The people would not
hear of it. It was then decided that
the rite would continue but with
more sedate observances.
Valentine is not an uncommon
name in Rome. It comes from the

term valens, meaning to be strong,
powerful, mighty. The mighty hunter
of the wolves was none other than
Nimrod. He protected the people
and their domesticated animals from
the Lupercus, the wolf. Nimrod, the
mighty hunter (Genesis 10:8-10),
went forth with bow and arrow in
defiance of Yahweh. He opposed
Yahweh. His name, Nimrod, is from
the Hebrew word marad, to rebel.
On pages 188-189 of his book,
The Two Babylons, Alexander
Hislop shows that the “sacred heart”
was a revered symbol of Osiris, who
was born again and appeared as the
infant divinity. This infant divinity
was frequently represented with a
heart, or a heart-shaped fruit, in
his hands. Hislop states: “Thus the
boy-[mighty one] came to be regarded
as the ‘[mighty one] of the heart,’ in
other words, as Cupid, or the [mighty
one] of love. To identify this infant
divinity with his father, ‘the mighty
hunter,’ he was equipped with ‘bow
and arrows:’ and in the hands of the
poets, for the amusement of the profane vulgar, this sportive boy-[mighty
one] was celebrated as taking aim
with his gold-tipped shafts at the
hearts of mankind.”
The celebration of Valentine’s
Day is really the celebration of the
ancient fertility rite that came to
us from Babylon through Rome. It
was a pagan practice that became
sanctioned by the early ch-rch.
The symbols that remain, however,
clearly reveal its pagan origin. The
bow and arrow trace back to Nimrod,
the mighty hunter.
Another name for Nimrod was
Cupid, meaning desire. (See Britannica under Cupid.) It is said that
when Nimrod’s mother saw him,
she desired him. Nimrod became
her Cupid—her desired one—and,
later, her Valentine, a strong and
mighty one. This woman is said to
have married her own son!
Some Egyptian monuments carry
the inscription that Osiris (Nimrod)
was “the husband of his mother.”
This is the original type of the now
familiar “mother and child.” From
Nimrod’s birthday, December 25,
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The family of Osiris.
Osiris in the middle, Horus on
the left, Isis on the right.

to the end of the woman’s purification for bearing a son (a span of 40
days, Leviticus 12:2-4) brings us to
February 4 with St. Valentine’s Day
following 10 days later! The fertility
rite then occurs.
The heart symbol associated with
Valentine’s Day is said to come from
the Babylonian word for heart,
which is bal. The wings of Cupid are
shown by author Hislop (page 40,
ibid.) to come from the 11 winged
ones being produced before the
[mighty ones]. We are informed that
he, from whom both mighty ones
and [elohim] derived their origin,
was none other than the winged

boy Cupid. Cupid, then, was the
mythological creator Ninus. Ninus
and Nimrod are identical. He is the
Baal, or Bel, of the Babylonians.
From other sources, it has been
suggested that the common heart
symbol is derived from a stylized
form of the female buttocks.
Valentine’s Day is obviously
derived from pagan worship, and
all its symbols commemorate the
worship of Nimrod.
1 Corinthians 10:20 shows us
that, in Yahweh’s eyes, the observance of pagan practices is the same
as worshiping demons. He demands
that we should not be idolaters and
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have fellowship with demons, verse
21. Anyone having doubts about
the widespread proliferation of
pagan practices shared by peoples
throughout the world should obtain
a copy of The Two Babylons by Alexander Hislop. [This can be ordered
through some book stores.] It will
open your eyes to many vestiges of
pagan customs innocently followed
by unsuspecting people.
The call goes out from Yahweh to
His people to come out of Babylonian
worship, Revelation 18:4. Will you
heed Yahweh’s invitation to come
into True Worship? 		
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the shortwave radio voice of the
Assemblies of Yahweh

Georgia, USA

m pleased to send you this Reception Report. I have enjoyed
nitoring radio stations around the world as a hobby since 1982.
ank you very much for taking time to read my report.

yed today's
st from Canada!

7 Sussex, England

8 Essex, England

Your radio station on shortwave is much valued
and enjoyed. Please continue this.

If this report corresponds with
your station log, I would be very
glad to receive your QSL card.

9 Takahashi, Japan

10

I am pleased to inform you that I have listened to your radio broadcast. I recorded
on MP3, so please listen.
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10 New Delhi, India

It was indeed a pleasure to hear WMLK Radio for the first time. I am to report
that your reception is being heard quite clearly in this part of the world. We are
indeed indebted to WMLK Radio for showing the path to salvation. Please continue with the good work to help people like us for guidance and enlightenment.

11 Kiev, Ukraine

I have known about your station for almost 20 years, but this year I have
received it for the first time! And now, you are on air at last! I had great
pleasure to receive your transmission on shortwave here in the park near
my home with only my pocket receiver and its telescopic whip antenna.

ty Tipperary, Ireland

obby is shortwave listening, I was
sed to receive your broadcast
ing. I was very interested in your
talk, and I am sure your wide
must find those talks very uplifs very commercial world.
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Tune in to WMLK, 9275khz
the shortwave radio voice of
the Assemblies of Yahweh,
each day, Monday - Friday,
12:00 noon-5:00 p.m. EST
(1700-2200 UTC).
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PART 4

by Elder Jacob O. Meyer
[This article was taken form a
message that was preached before
the Bethel Assembly on February
15, 1992.]
“Let a man so account of us,
as of ministers of the Messiah,
and stewards of the mysteries
of Yahweh. Here, moreover, it
is required in stewards, that a
man is found faithful. But with
me it is a very small thing that
I should be judged of you, or of
man’s judgment: yes, I judge not
my own self. For I know nothing
against myself; yet am I not justified by this: but he that judges
me is Yahshua. Therefore judge
nothing before the time, until
Yahshua comes, who will both
bring to light the hidden things
of darkness, and make manifest
the counsels of the hearts; and
then shall each man have his
praise from Yahweh.
12

“Now these things, brethren,
I have in a figure transferred
to myself and Apollos for your
sakes; that in us you might learn
not to go beyond the things which
are written; that none of you be
puffed up for the one against the
other. For who makes you to differ? And what do you have that
you did not receive? But if you
did receive it, why do you glory
as if you had not received it?
Already you are filled, already
you have become rich, you have
come to reign without us: yes and
I wish that you did reign, that we
also might reign with you. For,
I think, Elohim has set forth us
the apostles last of all, as men
doomed to death: for we are
made a spectacle to the world,
both to angels and men. We are
fools for the Messiah’s sake, but
you are wise in the Messiah; we
are weak, but you are strong;
you have glory, but we have
dishonor. Even to this present

hour we both hunger, and thirst,
and are naked, and are buffeted,
and have no certain dwelling
place; and we toil, working with
our own hands: being reviled,
we bless; being persecuted, we
endure; being defamed, we entreat: we are made as the filth
of the world, the offscouring of
all things, even until now.
“I write these things not to
shame you, but to admonish
you as my beloved children. For
though you have ten thousand
tutors in the Messiah, yet you
have not many fathers; for in
the Messiah Yahshua I have
begotten you through the good
tidings. I beseech you therefore,
be imitators of me. For this cause
have I sent Timothy to you, who
is my beloved and faithful child
in Yahweh, who shall put you
in remembrance of my ways
which are in the Messiah, even
as I teach everywhere in every
assembly. Now some are puffed
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up, as though I were not coming
to you. But I will come to you
shortly, if Yahweh will; and I will
know, not the word of them that
are puffed up, but the power. For
the Kingdom of Yahweh is not in
word, but in power. What do you
want? Shall I come to you with
a rod, or in love and a spirit of
gentleness?” (1 Corinthians 4).
In this series of articles, we are
coming to the realization that the
true scriptural form of government
will bring peace to the Assemblies
of Yahweh. This shalom will only
be realized if it is understood and
practiced by every member. Government is a doctrine of the Assemblies
of Yahweh, and it appears as such
in the Statement of Doctrine—
the framework of the doctrines we
adhere to in our lives. We preach
it—believe it—and practice it.
The Sacred Scriptures clearly
shows that government in the Assembly of True Worshipers has come
down through the ages, recorded as
a system of judging. This was proven
by me again in the early 1980s,
when I, once again, intensively
studied this subject and confirmed
that it is doctrine. Almighty Yahweh
has spoken, and it has been firmly
established as His Torah Law. He
has made His Torah—His Law—
plain upon the pages of the Sacred
Scriptures, by instruction, explanation, and, then, by example.
The entire Bible, from Genesis to
Revelation, focuses on the need for
mankind to apply the Law of Yahweh
to his own personal life. We are to
govern ourselves just as our Father
in Heaven, who leads the family of
Yahweh throughout the earth and
universe, does. As confirmation of
His plan of salvation, He sent a
Savior to this earth, a Redeemer
to rescue mankind—Yahshua is
His Name. He was a Man who, in
sacrificing His life—shedding His
blood—cancelled out the past sins
we had committed, thereby restoring us to fellowship with Almighty
Yahweh.
When you look again at 1 Corinthians 4, you discover that, just as

is evident today, the Apostle Paul
encountered a problem in Corinth.
He addressed it head-on in verses
2 and 3. “Here, moreover, it is
required in stewards, that a
man is found faithful. But with
me it is a very small thing that
I should be judged of you, or of
man’s judgment: yes I judge not
my own self.” If Paul were not to
be judged by the congregation, what
judgment should the Apostolic Assembly use as criteria? Colossians
2:16-17 answers the question for
us. “Let no man judge you therefore in meat, or in drink, or in
respect of a feast day, or a new
moon, or a sabbath: which are
a shadow of things to come; but
the body of the Messiah.” Paul
was not concerned with the accusations of people who were judging
according to the ways of the world.
He understood that the Body of the
Messiah shall be the judge, because
they would judge according to the
Word of Yahweh.
Consequently, he says, “…yes,
I judge not my own self. For I
know nothing against myself;
yet am I not justified by this: but
he that judges me is Yahshua.”
Paul is saying, “I am living daily
for Yahweh, but that doesn’t justify
me. Who is my judge?” Yahshua the
Messiah is the One who judges us!
Paul, as a leader in the Apostolic
Assembly, was called the apostle to
the Gentiles. He knew that if he was
faithful, perhaps he would even be
given an even greater prize, to be
invested with the apostleship to one
of the tribes maybe even replacing
Judah, who rejected the Messiah.
Who judges the Apostles? Paul
says, “It is Yahshua who judges me."
Think about what we are reading
in 1 Corinthians 4:5-6. “Therefore
judge nothing before the time,
until Yahshua comes, who will
both bring to light the hidden
things of darkness, and make
manifest the counsels of the
hearts; and then shall each man
have his praise from Yahweh.
Now these things, brethren, I
have in a figure transferred
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to myself and Apollos for your
sakes; that in us you might learn
not to go beyond the things which
are written….” Judgment in the
Apostolic Assembly must be based
on the written Torah. We do not
intend in any way to write a new
Talmud or oral law. The Corinthian
Assembly is cautioned: Don’t “…go
beyond the things which are written; that none of you be puffed
up for the one against the other.”
In the Assemblies of Yahweh, we
speak strongly where Yahweh speaks
strongly, and we keep silent where
Yahweh is silent. Paul is speaking
strongly here. “For who makes you
to differ? And what do you have
that you did not receive? But if
you did receive it, why do you
glory as if you had not received
it? For, I think, Elohim has set
forth us the apostles last of all,
as men doomed to death: for
we are made a spectacle to the
world, both to angels and men.
We are fools for the Messiah’s
sake. But you are wise in the
Messiah; we are weak, but you
are strong; you have glory, but
we have dishonor. Even to this
present hour we both hunger,
and thirst, and are naked, and
are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place and we toil,
working with our own hands:
being reviled, we bless; being
persecuted, we endure; being
defamed [low-rated-maligned verbally], we entreat: we are made
as the filth of the world, the
offscouring of all things, even
until now.” (1 Corinthians 4:7-13).
Does it not seem to be a travesty
that those in the congregation, who
had been given the opportunity to
gain salvation, would be viciously
attacking Paul instead of showing
respect to him because of his labor
in the Assembly. Paul was placed in
the position to be having to vigorously defend himself against these
false accusations.
Paul then plays on the emotions
of the Corinthian brethren. “I write
these things not to shame you,
but to admonish you [to strongly
13

urge you] as my beloved children.
For though you have ten thousand tutors in the Messiah, yet
you have not many fathers; for
in the Messiah Yahshua I have
begotten you through the good
tidings. I beseech you therefore,
be imitators of me.” (1 Corinthians
4:14-16).
He then calls upon his own authority that he has been given. “For
the Kingdom of Yahweh is not in
word, but in power [in authority].
What do you want? Shall I come
to you with a rod [to execute judgment], or in love and a spirit of
gentleness?” (1 Corinthians 4:2021).We all want
to live in love
and gentleness,
but we must
be conducting
ourselves in the
lessons that we
learn in the
“Golden Rule.”
It is evident
f r o m P a u l ’s
statements that
he has the judgment of Yahweh
perfectly balanced in his mind. He knows that
it is Yahweh who appoints the
judge in every age, and he bows to
that authority. He also shows that,
although everyone desires approval
of their conduct, this frequently
causes resistance when correction
is warranted. When a judge is
forced to take action, and take up
the rod of correction to quell situations, many times he encounters
resistance. These arise in the form
of objections, accusations, and rebellion to the correction being meted
out. If these are not addressed, then
sects, divisions, and heresies develop
inside the congregation and risk the
peace—shalom—of the Body.
The terms judge, judged, judges,
judgment, judgeth, judging, and
judgments appear in the Strong’s
Concordance 771 times. This
should give us some indication of
the importance of the terms in relationship to the remainder of the
Sacred Scriptures. By comparison,

the most frequently used term (beside particles) is the Name Yahweh
which appears 6,823 times—7,000
times if all aspects of Yahweh’s
Name are included. The term din,
#1777 in Strong’s Concordance,
is a prime root. It means to rule; by
implication to judge (as umpire); also
to strive (as at law), and then it is
translated several different ways.
Let’s just take one example where
the term din appears. From this
word comes the term dan.
Deuteronomy 32:35-37 reads,
“Vengeance is mine, and recompense, At the time when their
foot shall slide: For the day of

serving Him—His Obadiahs.
The second term, #8199, shāphat,
also a prime root, means to judge,
that is, pronounce sentence (for or
against); by implication to vindicate
or punish; by extension to govern;
passively to litigate. You know what
litigate means; it means to get a
decision through a court case.
An example of where this one
appears in the Word of Yahweh is in
Joel 3, beginning in verse 9, “Proclaim this among the nations;
prepare war; stir up the mighty
men; let all the men of war draw
near, let them come up. Beat
your plowshares into swords,
and your pruning hooks into
spears: let the
weak say, I am
strong.” (Joel 3:910). We are almost
at that point—
it is describing
the gathering
together for the
battle of Armageddon. “Hurry,
and come, all
you nations all
around, and
gather yourselves together: there
cause your mighty ones to come
down, O Yahweh. Let the nations
bestir themselves, and come up
to the valley of Jehoshaphat
[Yahweh has judged]; for there will
I sit to [shāphat] judge all the
nations all around.” (Joel 3:1112). Yahweh will sit in judgment of
the nations in the last days. Great
destruction will occur, because they
have rejected the righteous judgments of Yahweh Almighty.
“Put in the sickle; for the
harvest is ripe: come, tread; for
the winepress is full, the vats
overflow; for their wickedness is
great. Multitudes, multitudes in
the valley of decision [or threshing, or judgment]! For the day of
Yahweh is near in the valley of
decision. The sun and the moon
are darkened, and the stars
withdraw their shining. And
Yahweh will roar from Zion, and
utter his voice from Jerusalem;

We all want to live in love and
gentleness, but we must be
conducting ourselves in the lessons
that we learn in the “Golden Rule.”
"All things therefore whatever you
would that men should do to you,
even so do you also to them…."
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MATTHEW 7:12A
their calamity is at hand, And
the things that are to come upon
them shall make haste. For
Yahweh will [the term din] judge
his people….” Yahweh shall rule
over, He shall govern, He shall judge
as an umpire, and He shall strive
with His people. (I am inserting
the definitions which appear in the
Strong’s Concordance for emphasis.)
“…And repent himself for his
servants….” His servants will be
passed-over in this judgment—
remember that—just as we are
promised in Revelation 3 concerning
the Philadelphia Assembly. "…When
he sees that their power is gone,
And there is none remaining,
shut up or left at large. And he
will say, Where are their elohim,
The rock in which they took
refuge.” (Deuteronomy 32:36b-37).
Yahweh will not punish or judge His
faithful people; Yahweh will repent
Himself for His servants. Yahweh
will bring justice to those who are
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and the heavens and the earth
shall shake: but Yahweh will
be a refuge to his people, and
a stronghold to the children of
Israel. So shall you know that I
am Yahweh your Elohim, dwelling in Zion my holy mountain:
then shall Jerusalem be holy,
and there shall no strangers
pass through her anymore.” (Joel
3:13-17).
How are Deuteronomy 32 and
Joel 3 related? Yahweh is clearly
in control in both of these passages.
We cannot say that biblical Truth is
based on some sort of a pantheistic
or deistic faith. We cannot say that
any of the “-isms” which describe
Yahweh are true and correct. Philosophically, this world is based upon
an error. The error that has infiltrated their doctrine is that there is
no overseer or judge and they have
diminished the power of Yahweh.
The answer we find in the Bible is
simply this: Yahweh will judge His
people. Yahweh will sit in judgment
of the nations, and His judgment
will be final. Turn to Revelation
14:17-20 where this described in
the New Testament. “And another
angel came out from the temple
which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. And another
angel came out from the altar,
he that has power over fire; and
he called with a great voice to
him that had the sharp sickle,
saying, Send forth your sharp
sickle, and gather the clusters
of the vine of the earth; for her
grapes are fully ripe. And the
angel cast his sickle into the
earth and gathered the vintage
of the earth, and cast it into the
winepress, the great winepress,
of the wrath of Elohim. And the
winepress was trodden outside
the city, and there came out blood
from the winepress, even to the
bridles of the horses, as far as a
thousand six hundred furlongs.”
The description of the winepress
battle shows that Almighty Yahweh
is in control.
Notice what happens following
Yahweh’s judgment in Joel 3:18-21.

“And it shall come to pass in that
day, that the mountains shall
drop down sweet wine, and the
hills shall flow with milk, and
all the brooks of Judah shall
flow with waters [abundance of
rain]; and a fountain shall come
forth from the house of Yahweh
[to water everything else that isn’t
receiving moisture], and shall
water the valley of Shittim….”
On the mountains, which once
were rocky and bare, will be grape
vineyards. Hills will offer pasturage
for milk-producing animals: cattle,
goats and sheep. It will be a time of
great productivity. “…Egypt shall
be a desolation, and Edom shall
be a desolate wilderness, for the
violence done to the children
of Judah [as you see in Psalm
83], because they have shed innocent blood in their land. But
Judah shall dwell forever, and
Jerusalem from generation to
generation. And I will cleanse
their blood, that I have not
cleansed: for Yahweh dwells in
Zion. Yahweh is in control now, in
His judgments, and forever into
eternity. Let us recognize this fact
and accept His control in our lives.
In The Strong’s Concordance,
#4941 in the Hebrew Dictionary,
is mishpāt, from #8199, shāphat.
This is the piel participle, and
many times the participial form in
piel and also in hiphil becomes a
noun. The mishpāt represents the
action of judging. You can insert
the indefinite article and say “a
mishpāt,” a judging, which would
then mean a judgment, the results of
a judging. Mishpāt means properly
a verdict (favorable or unfavorable)
pronounced judicially, especially a
sentence or formal decree (human
or (particularly) [Yahweh’s] law,
individual or collectively), including the act, the place, the suit, the
crime, and the penalty; abstractly
justice, including a particular right,
or privilege (statutory or customary),
or even a style.
For an example, turn to Exodus
28, and notice the placement of
the Urim and Thummim in the

The Sacred Name Broadcaster, 2/2017

High Priest’s garb. Verse 15, “And
you shall make a breastplate
of judgment…” then, in verse
28-29, “And they shall bind the
breastplate by the rings of it to
the rings of the ephod with a
lace of blue, that it may be upon
the skillfully woven band of the
ephod, and that the breastplate
be not loosed from the ephod.
And Aaron shall bear the names
of the children of Israel in the
breastplate of judgment upon
his heart, when he goes in to
the holy place, for a memorial
before Yahweh continually.” The
judgment of Yahweh was placed,
not outside of his clothing, but
inside—against his heart. Several
years ago, I preached a sermon on
Urim and Thummim that shook me
to my core. As I studied the implications of the judgment of Yahweh, I
realized that this awesome force is
still living and active today.
Here, the High Priest held in his
hands the judgment of Almighty
Yahweh. It was an awesome thing
to consider that if this message is
preached to an undeserving and
rebellious people, they could fall
over dead in an instant, just as did
Ananiah and Sapphira in Acts 5.
Where is the breastplate of judgment
today? It is in the Assemblies of
Yahweh, because we follow Yahshua
the High Priest, who has the breastplate of judgment and teaching at
the present time.
Remember, “And Aaron shall
bear the names of the children
of Israel in the breastplate of
judgment upon his heart….”
(Exodus 28:29). It is my belief that,
as I am teaching, I am trying to
convince the people of Yahweh to
put the judgment of Yahweh into
their hearts—to sharpen their conscience—so that they don’t want to
do what is wrong, but always remain
faithful. It is an awesome thing to
think that something you do today
may be the difference between
life and death. I certainly want to
give every opportunity to Yahweh’s
people to learn His Ways and to do
His Will, so that there will not be
15

instantaneous judgment, but that we
may gain eternal life. For the time
being, we have grace, but, during
the time of the Two Witnesses of
Revelation 11, this instantaneous
judgment again will fall.
Think of this breastplate as Yahweh’s Laws upon our hearts—so
that we don’t desire evil, but will
want to stay within the confines of
the Torah. “…When he goes in to
the holy place, for a memorial
before Yahweh continually. And
you shall put in the breastplate
of judgment the Urim [lights,
which would symbolize the Law of
Yahweh] and the Thummim [perfections, the striving to be perfect in
obedience to Yahweh’s Word]; and
they shall be upon Aaron’s heart
when he goes in before Yahweh:
and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel
upon his heart before Yahweh
continually.” (Exodus 28:29b-30).
It is not my wish that any should
perish, but that everyone should
come to a knowledge of the Truth.
This is why I adhere so closely
to the Word of Yahweh. The term
mishpāt symbolizes Truth, justice,
and the conscience of an individual
who must keep Yahweh’s Law perfectly—Urim and Thummim—lights
and perfections.
Let’s look at another example
of the word mishpāt in 2 Samuel
8:15, “And David reigned over
all Israel; and David executed
[mishpāt] justice and righteousness [tzedaqah] to all his people.
And Joab the son of Zeruiah
was over the host [the army]; and
Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud
was recorder; and Zadok the son
of Ahitub, and Ahimelech the
son of Abiathar, were priests;
and Seraiah was scribe; and
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada
was over the Cherethites and the
Pelethites….” Here are Philistines
learning Yahweh’s Truth, and they
were faithful to their leader David
as his palace guard—bodyguards.
“…And David’s sons were chief
ministers.” David is executing
mishpāt and righteousness to all
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the peoples, and he closely followed
this biblical, governmental structure.
The book of Judges implemented
this style of structure as Yahweh
dealt with His people. Judges 2:6
describes the time when Yahshua
sent the people away into their
inheritance in the land. The people
served Yahweh as long as Yahshua
was present as the Judge in Israel.
“And the people served Yahweh
all the days of Yahshua, and
all the days of the elders that
outlived Yahshua, who had seen
all the great works of Yahweh
that he had wrought for Israel.”
(Judges 2:7). Eventually he died,
and the elders who had served
under him died. Continue in verse
11. “And the children of Israel
did that which was evil in the
sight of Yahweh, and served the
Baalim.” They went back to L-rd
worship and did evil in the sight of
Yahweh. This description dovetails
with Chr-stianity today. They return to the evil doctrines and have
separated themselves from Yahweh.
Do you wonder why people can
fall away from modern-day spiritual Israel and go back where they
came from—to Chr-stianity? They
are doing that which is evil in the
sight of Yahweh! Yahweh simply
wants us to worship Him. “And
they forsook Yahweh, the Elohim
of their fathers, who brought
them out of the land of Egypt….”
People in this community, and in
the world today, do not want to see
the necessity for worshiping Yahweh
and reject, out-of-hand, the message
of the Sacred Scriptures. We have
seen though, when someone is really sincere, they investigate the
Assemblies of Yahweh, and they are
flabbergasted—astonished, “You’re
not a cult, are you? Everything you
preach comes right out of the Bible.”
“That’s right,” we tell them. “Everything we preach comes right out of
the Bible. We follow the Scriptures
just as meticulously as is humanly
possible.” We have faith, and that
faith puts our trust in Yahweh and
His Word.
Israel forsook Yahweh and fol-

lowed the l-rds and the phallic
symbols—the Ashtaroth (the cross,
in other words). “And the anger
of Yahweh was kindled against
Israel, and he delivered them
into the hands of raiders that
plundered them; and he sold
them into the hands of their enemies around, so that they could
not any longer stand before their
enemies.” (Judges 2:14). And the
people of Israel are saying, “Why
are we being so mistreated? Why are
we experiencing all these problems?
Why are we being judged? Where
is Yahweh?” The answer: Yahweh
is still there, but the people have
departed from Him and have gone
into idolatry.
“And Yahweh raised up judges,
who saved them out of the hand
of those that plundered them.
And yet they did not listen to
their judges; for they played the
harlot after other elohim, and
bowed themselves down to them:
they turned aside quickly out of
the way in which their fathers
walked, obeying the commandments of Yahweh; but they did
not so. And when Yahweh raised
them up judges. Yahweh raised
them up judges, then Yahweh
was with the judge, and saved
them out of the hand of their
enemies all the days of the judge:
for it repented Yahweh because
of their groaning by reason of
them that oppressed them and
vexed them. But it came to pass,
when the judge was dead, that
they turned back, and dealt more
corruptly than their fathers, in
following other elohim to serve
them, and to bow down to them;
they ceased not from their doings, nor from their stubborn
way. And the anger of Yahweh
was kindled against Israel; and
he said, Because this nation has
transgressed my covenant which
I commanded their fathers, and
have not listened to my voice; I
also will not from now on drive
out any from before them of
the nations that Yahshua left
when he died: That by them I
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may prove Israel, whether they
will keep the way of Yahweh to
walk in it, as their fathers did
keep it, or not. So Yahweh left
those nations, without driving
them out quickly; neither did
he deliver them into the hand of
Yahshua.” (Judges 2:16-23). Why is
it that Israel was so ready to leave
the Faith of Yahweh? Was it that
they lacked faith and dedication?
Sadly, just as their fathers had fallen
in the wilderness, they were taken
into bondage to be judged for their
transgressions.
We read in Judges 3:4, “And they
were left to prove Israel by them,
to know whether they would
listen to the commandments of
Yahweh, which he commanded
their fathers by Moses.” We may
say, then, in our day, when someone
turns away from Yahweh and turns
back into the worship of the surrounding peoples (the ethnic peoples
around us), they are doing no different than the Israelites did in the
days of the shophetim—the judges.
By losing sight of the Kingdom—the
Promised Land—their desire to flee
sin was diminished, and they regress
into their former lives, which leads
to destruction.
In Strong’s Greek Dictionary,
the term judge is #2919, krin. Properly, it means, “to distinguish, that
is, decide (mentally or judicially); by
implication to try, condemn, punish.”
Let us look closer at this term which
is contained in scriptural examples.
In John 7, the Feast of Tabernacles sermon, we find the incident
where Yahshua observed the Feast
of Tabernacles. “The Jews therefore marveled, saying, How does
this man know letters, having
never learned? [“He hasn’t been
ordained a rabbi. How does He
know? Where has he studied in the
yeshiva? How is this young man
preaching so strongly?"] Yahshua
therefore answered them, and
said, My teaching is not mine,
but his that sent me. [“Where
did I get it? Out of the Scriptures!”
Yahshua had studied the Word of
Yahweh, the Torah.] “If any man

When we can
regulate our
lives by Yahweh’s
government
in His Torah,
then we do not
seek our own
glory, but we
accept Yahweh’s
rulership over
us.
wills to do his will, he shall know
of the teaching [If you desire to
know Yahweh, you start reading the
Bible. You will then learn to know
the teaching], whether it is of
Elohim, or whether I speak from
myself.” (John 7:15-17). Yahshua,
by His words and life, proved that
He was of Yahweh.
We have the same situation in
our world today. “He that speaks
from himself seeks his own glory:
but he that seeks the glory of him
that sent him, the same is true
[When we can regulate our lives by
Yahweh’s government in His Torah,
we do not seek our own glory, but
we accept Yahweh’s rulership over
us], and no unrighteousness is
in him. Did not Moses give you
the law, and yet not one of you
does the law? Why do you seek
to kill me?” (John 7:18-19). How
could the children of Israel be so
quick to break Yahweh’s Law and
commit murder? Because they had
fully left the Truth of Yahweh, they
were justifying themselves instead
of judging themselves by Yahweh’s
Word.
“The multitude answered, You
have a demon: who seeks to kill
you? Yahshua answered and
said to them, I did one work,
and you all marvel because of
it. Moses has given you circumcision (not that it is of Moses,
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but of the fathers); and on the
sabbath you circumcise a man.
If a man receives circumcision
on the Sabbath [which is work],
that the law of Moses may not be
broken; are you angry with me,
because I made a man every whit
whole on the Sabbath? Judge
not according to appearance,
but judge righteous judgment.”
(John 7:20-24). All judgment must
be done according to factual occurrences. Yahshua was not violating
Yahweh’s Law, but actually living
and applying it.
This statement, in verse 24, must
be considered in context. Yahshua is
insisting that to regulate our lives,
we must be using the whole Law.
Yahshua is not against circumcision.
Yahshua is not against circumcising
on the Sabbath. What He is saying
is that there are righteous things
that have to be done on the Sabbath. “Judge not according to
appearance but judge righteous
judgment.” (John 7:24). Their accusation was: “Well, when you heal
you are doing work on the Sabbath.”
Yahshua was not manipulating the
spine like a chiropractor. He wasn’t
going out and mixing up medicine.
He gave a word, “He sent His Word
and healed them…” just as we
read in Psalm 107:20. Consequently,
Yahshua is giving us a very profound
instruction. “Judge not according
to appearance, but judge righteous judgment.” That’s what we
are supposed to do also, isn’t it?
Look at the facts and make righteous
decisions accordingly.
In the first chapter of Isaiah verse
2, Almighty Yahweh brings a lawsuit
against Israel. “Hear, O heavens,
and give ear, O earth; for Yahweh
has spoken….” Yahweh assembled
Israel to Mount Sinai, and His voice
delivered His Law to His people.
That voice was like the voice of
a trumpet—the voice of thunder.
The heavens and the earth heard
Yahweh’s voice, and the record of
His words are before us today in
the Sacred Scriptures.
Through those words, Yahweh
calls upon Israel to repent, to obey
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His sacred seasons, and to pray to
Yahweh with sincerity. “Come now,
and let us reason together, says
Yahweh: though your sins are as
scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they are red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.”
(Isaiah 1:18). Though we are stained
with the sinful blood of guilt, we can
be cleansed by listening to the voice
of His Word. “If you are willing
and obedient, you shall eat the
good of the land: but if you refuse
and rebel, you shall be devoured
with the sword, for the mouth of
Yahweh has spoken it.” (Isaiah
1:19-20). This passage, frequently
used in baptismal counseling, gives
us hope. When repentance and conversion is accomplished in our life,
as a merciful judge, Yahweh will
take away our guilt and put in its
place a willingness to obey.
The converse of a repentant
people is considered in Isaiah 1:2325, “Your princes are rebellious,
and companions of thieves; every
one loves bribes, and follows
after rewards: they judge not
the fatherless, neither does the
cause of the widow come to them.
Therefore says the Sovereign
Yahweh of hosts, the Mighty One
of Israel, Ah, I will ease myself
of my adversaries, and avenge
myself of my enemies; and I will
turn my hand upon you, and
thoroughly purge away your
dross, and I will take away all
of your tin.” To fight against the
influence of Yahweh’s Law in your
life makes you an enemy of His. By
this rejection, you have replaced
the grace of Yahweh with judgment
from on High.
“And I will restore your judges
as at the first, and your councilors as at the beginning:
afterward you shall be called
The city of righteousness, a
faithful town.” (Isaiah 1: 26). I
am convinced that this passage can
be put into a prophetic setting for
our day. In Judges 2 and 3, Yahweh
appoints the judge, “I will restore
your judges as at the first….” You
can take this message and lay it
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“If you are willing and obedient,
you shall eat the good of the
land: but if you refuse and rebel,
you shall be devoured with the
sword; for the mouth of Yahweh
has spoken it.”
(ISAIAH 1:19-20)

over the passages in Deuteronomy
16 and 17. It becomes clear that
Yahweh restores—He appoints—the
judge to govern us. “…And your
counselors….” Referred to here
is the concept found in Exodus 18.
Moses had instituted a lower order
of judges (judge of one, judges of
ten, the judges of fifties, judges of
hundreds), all subject to the supreme
Judge—Yahweh. “…afterward
you shall be called The city of
righteousness, a faithful town.”
Today, Jerusalem has not achieved
this magnificent description—a city
of righteousness, a faithful town.
When Yahshua returns though, He
will mandate obedience to Yahweh
and His Law, and then this prophecy
will be fulfilled.
“Zion shall be redeemed with
justice, and her converts with
righteousness. But the destruction of transgressors and sinners

shall be together, and they that
forsake Yahweh shall be consumed.” (Isaiah 1:27-28). This
passage sounds similar to Isaiah 65,
where it describes the total destruction of transgressors and sinners.
“But you that forsake Yahweh,
that forget my holy mountain,
that prepare a table for Fortune, and that fill up mingled
wine to Destiny; I will destine
you to the sword, and you shall
all bow down to the slaughter;
because when I called, you did
not answer; when I spoke, you
did not hear; but you did that
which was evil in my eyes, and
chose that in which I delighted
not.” (Isaiah 65:11-12). Do you see
the rejection of the call of Yahweh
here? His voice—His Word—is being
preached today, and we must never
reject it, but use it for instructing
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us, to bring us into compliance with
His Will.
“And they shall go forth, and
look upon the dead bodies of
the men that have transgressed
against me: for their worm shall
not die, neither shall their fire be
quenched [put in the ellipsis, “until
they shall be totally destroyed"],
and they shall be repulsive to
all flesh.” (Isaiah 66:24). In times
past, it has been shown that, psychologically, individuals who have been
compelled to believe the never-dying,
immortal soul doctrine—burning
forever and being tortured in hell—
have reservations about Yahweh
and His judgments. “But the destruction of transgressors and
sinners shall be together, and
they that forsake Yahweh shall
be consumed. For they shall be
ashamed of the oaks which you
have desired, and you shall
be confounded for the gardens
that you have chosen. For you
shall be as an oak whose leaf
fades, and as a garden that has
no water. And the strong shall
be as tow [tow is something that
burns quickly], and his work as a
spark; and they shall both burn
together, and none shall quench
them.” (Isaiah 1:28-31). Can Yahweh
be wrong for destroying those who
follow disobedience and rebellion?
Yahweh appoints the judge and
restores judges. If we believe that,
we must concur with Yahshua’s
teaching. Keeping in mind the lessons we learned in Isaiah 1. Let us
look at Matthew 17:10-13. “And
his disciples asked him, saying,
Why then say the scribes that
EliYah must first come? And
he answered and said, EliYah
indeed comes, and shall restore
all things But I say to you, that
EliYah is come already, and they
knew him not, but did to him
whatever they would [like they
were doing to Paul in 1 Corinthians
4]. Even so shall the Son of man
also suffer of them. Then understood the disciples that he spoke
to them of John the Baptist.”
This is after the Transfiguration.

Do you see the relationship between
the term restore here and what you
find in Isaiah 1? Yahweh will be
using messengers, sent to prepare—
judge—a people so that they will be
spiritually ready to accept His Son.
Yes, John the Baptist was the
EliYah of Yahshua’s first coming. But who will be the EliYah
of Yahshua’s Second Coming, as
it is described in Malachi 4:4-6?
EliYah comes first and restores all
things. Put that alongside what
we read in Isaiah 1:26, “…and I
will restore your judges [Who
restores? Yahweh does.] as at the
first, and your counselors as at
the beginning....” Already, in the
Assemblies of Yahweh—the modernday EliYah—this has occurred! We
have sought to restore the whole
counsel of Yahweh’s Word and implement it in our lives and to prepare
ourselves for Yahshua’s return.
When Yahshua returns, I hope—
to the best of my ability—with all
of the strength the Holy Spirit can
give me—to be supporting Yahshua
and His mission. I want to be faithful to Him as He preaches, as He
leads, and as He restores Eden to
this earth. This is the reason for
this series of Government sermons,
to prepare Yahweh’s people to be
ruled by His Son, Yahshua.
“Dare any of you, having a
matter against his neighbor, go
to law before the unrighteous,
and not before the saints?” (1
Corinthians 6:1). This tells us that
there is a Beth Din (house of judgment) active today. Judgment in
Yahweh’s Assembly will be based on
Yahweh’s Law, so when questions or
problems arise, we have a place to go
to receive pure judgment, untainted
from worldly influence, and based
upon the Way of Yahweh.
It is my opinion that members of
the Assemblies of Yahweh should not
serve on a jury, because Yahweh’s
Law is supreme in our life. When I
was called for jury duty, I told the
judge that I wish to be relieved of
the duty because I will not be judging according to the worldly system
of jurisprudence—on technicalities

The Sacred Name Broadcaster, 2/2017

and on the fringes of the law. I will
render judgment as Yahweh’s representative would—by Yahweh’s Law.
Paul is prohibiting going before
worldly courts for decisions concerning brethren. Where can we go for
corroborating evidence of this teaching? “And the kingdom and the
dominion, and the greatness of
the kingdoms under the whole
heaven, shall be given to the
people of the saints of the Most
High: his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions
shall serve and obey him.” (Daniel
7:27). We can also go to Obadiah 21.
“And saviors shall come up on
mount Zion to judge the mount of
Esau, and the kingdom shall be
Yahweh’s.” (Judges are referred to
as saviors.) This takes place in the
Kingdom age. These are the modernday judges who are faithfully leading
Yahshua’s Body on earth.
“Or do you not know that the
saints shall judge the world?
And if the world is judged by
you, are you unworthy to judge
the smallest matters? And if the
world is judged by you, are you
unworthy to judge the smallest
matters? Do you not know that
we shall judge angels? How much
more, things that pertain to this
life? If then you have to judge
things pertaining to this life, do
you set them to judge who are of
no account in the assembly?” (1
Corinthians 6:2-4). There is a Beth
Din—a judge, a judgment—here at
Bethel. “For the time has come for
judgment to begin at the House
of Elohim: and if it begin first
at us, what shall be the end of
them that do not obey the good
tidings of Yahweh?” (1 Peter 4:17).
Yahweh has established Truth and
uprightness in the Assemblies of
Yahweh. This is why you can get
upright judgments—counsel—from
Bethel today.
“I say this to your shame.
What, can there not be found
among you one wise man who
shall be able to decide between
his brethren, but brother goes to
law with brother, and that before
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unbelievers? No, already it is altogether a defect in you, that you
have lawsuits one with another.
Why not rather take wrong? Why
not rather be defrauded? No, but
you yourselves do wrong, and
defraud, and that your brethren.
Or do you not know that the
unrighteous shall not inherit
the Kingdom of Yahweh? Be not
deceived: neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor effeminate [homosexuals],
nor abusers of themselves with
men [same as homosexuals and
effeminates], nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortioners, shall
inherit the Kingdom of Yahweh.”
(1 Corinthians 6:5-10). The Corinthians had gone off the track. They
did not understand that in Yahweh’s
Assembly there is righteous judgment that would govern decisions.
Wise judges, judging according to
Yahweh’s Word, will render, between
brethren, a verdict that will unify
the Faith. The worldly judicial system can never attain to that pure
level of jurisprudence.
When reading the Sacred Scriptures, pay close attention to how
frequently in the prophetic passages
we encounter the variations of the
term judge, or judgment, or judging, etc. Turn to Revelation and you
will see how this is a key concept
in prophetic writings. Revelation
14:6-7 describes a prophecy for our
day. “And I saw another angel
flying in mid heaven, having
eternal good tidings to proclaim
to them that dwell on the earth,
and to every nation and tribe
and tongue and people….” The
angel voice here is shortwave radio
station WMLK—we are convinced
of that, because the signal has the
potential to travel to every inhabited
land on earth. “…and he says with
a great voice, Fear Yahweh, and
give him glory; for the hour of
his judgment has come….” He is
preparing to judge so His faithful
servants will submit ourselves to
Him and fear His judgment to come.
“…and worship him that made
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the heaven and the earth and
sea and fountains of waters.”
Yahweh’s people will be doing His
work as we subject our lives to Him.
“And the third poured out his
bowl into the rivers and the fountains of waters; and it became
blood. And I heard the angel of
the waters saying, You are righteous, who is and who was, you
Holy One, because you did judge
like this: for they poured out the
blood of saints and prophets, and
the blood have you given them
to drink: they are worthy. And
I heard the altar saying, Yes, O
Yahweh El Shaddai, true and
righteous are your judgments.”
(Revelation 16:4-7). This prophetic
passage describes the judgment
of Yahweh being poured out upon
wicked people. During this judgment, a voice is heard declaring that
Yahweh is the righteous Judge, and
His judgments are upright.
Who is the final Judge of all?
It is Almighty Yahweh—the King
who reigns over kings, the ultimate
King—who is the righteous Judge.
Isaiah 33:22, “For Yahweh is our
judge, Yahweh is our lawgiver,
Yahweh is our king; he will save
us.” John 5:22 proclaims that in
His place, Yahweh has assigned
Yahshua to be the Judge of the
earth. Yahweh—the Holy One—El
Shaddai—is He who sends Yahshua
to this earth to be the Judge. He,
ultimately, is our Judge—our Lawgiver. This is Yahweh, the Father,
who stands at the head of everything
and is our ultimate King. He will
save us through His Son, our Savior,
Yahshua.
This many-faceted doctrine that
we are studying here, all comes
together in unity— judging, judgment—the righteous judgment of
Yahweh. The One in whom we hope,
one day, to have as our Judge, when
we stand before His throne. We put
our lives in His hands. He is the
righteous Judge. He is the King.
He is the ultimate Savior. He it is
whom we want to judge us, because
the people of this world will not
judge righteously.

Yahweh—the
Holy One, El
Shaddai, the
Holy One who
sends Yahshua
to this earth to
be the Judge—
He, ultimately,
is our Judge,
our Lawgiver.
This is Yahweh,
the Father
who stands
at the head
of everything.
Yahweh is our
ultimate King.
Remember, Yahweh ultimately
extends judgment to this wicked
world. But the judgment to saints
means exoneration. It means to be
justified; it means salvation, because
Yahweh judges righteously.
Almighty Yahweh has in His
hands our ultimate destiny, and He
exonerates and grants salvation to
those who are faithful and pours
out punishments on the wicked.
All of the aspects of salvation come
together in one term—judgment.
Remember, the Hebrew term din
means to serve as an umpire. Each
individual is involved in the game of
life. Almighty Yahweh has set down
the rules in His Word. The judge
sees to it that each individual play
sby the rules of the game, upholding
Yahweh’s Torah and keeping His
commandments each day. Paul says
we are not crowned in the game unless we win the race. Yahweh sets
up the judge. This is the righteous
form of government and is why the
Assemblies of Yahweh has restored
this structure in the modern era.
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wmlkradio.net
0400–0900 GMT		 11 p.m.–4:00 a.m. EDST
9275 kHz
1600–2100 GMT		 12 p.m.–5:00 p.m. EDST

Check local listings
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PERIODICAL
Reading, PA

The Sacred Scriptures, Bethel Edition
“Sanctify them in the truth:
your word is truth.”
(John 17:17).

Yahweh’s pure Word of Truth has the power to cut through distortions and put things into
their proper p
 erspective. The Sacred Scriptures, Bethel Edition, is available in leather
bound, vinyl, and hardcover editions.
To obtain a copy of this s uperb Bible translation, write for current pricing information.
Send your request to:

Assemblies of Yahweh
PO Box C
Bethel, PA 19507
(717) 933-4518

www.assembliesofyahweh.com

